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of WB-funded projects

By Our Staff Reporter

LAHORE: Caretaker Minister
for Local Government in Punjab
[brahim Murad directed senior
officials on Tuesday to ensure
timely completion of all ongoing
development projects being exe-
cuted in 16 cities under the World
Bank’s Punjab Cities
Improvement Programme.

Mr Murad emphasised that all
WB-funded projects related to
water supply, drainage and other
types of infrastructure improve-

ment across Punjab should be
completed on time and with pri-
ority.

achieve sustainable develop-
ment, he added that necessary
training should also be provided
to local government depariment
employees for their capacity
building.

During a meeting to review the
pace of work on the projects,
Project Director Syed Zahid
briefed the minister on the pro-
gress made thus far.

He stated that the relevant
local governments were complet-
ing projects for providing basic
amenities of life in 16 cities of
Punjab at a €ost ?!' ItsZS'hilliu‘n.
An additipnal Rs16 billion will
be provided by the World Bank
for these projects in the next
financial year, bringing the total

available funds for the execu-
tion of these projects to Rs39 bil-
lion.

Mr Zahid also noted that the
projects currently under comple-
tion included water supply, drain-
age, solid waste management,
construction of roads and streets,
construction of parks, and bus
stands.

These projects are being car-
ried out in the cities of Daska,
Hafizabad, Jhelum, Kamonki,
Muridke, Wazirabad, Gujra,
Jardanwala, Jhang, Kamalia,
Okara, Bahawalpur, Borewala,
Khanewal, Kot Addu, and
Vehari.

LDA: Caretaker Minister for
Housing and Urban Development

Minister for timely completi0n

Syed Azfar All Ansar on Tuesday

visited the LDA OneWindow
Cell area and directed
Commissioner Muhammad Al

Randhawa and others concerned
to try to make the system online
and provide facilities to the pub
lic at large at their doorsteps

He also met the people and
heard their problems.

Later, Mr Randhawa at a meet
ing of the committee established
to improve the living environ-
ment of the provincial capital
reviewed progress on nine model
roads.

“The teams must remove the
encroachments from the greel
belt and parking area of modc!
roads in the first phase,” he said

To ensure transparency and
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April 12, 2023

Expanded
‘Immunisation
drive launched
In 35 districts

Our correspondent
LAHORE

THE Expanded Programme
on Immunisation (EPI) Pun-
jab has embarked upon its
largest routine immunisation
catch up activity, the Inte-
grated Outreach Activity
(IOA), in 35 districts to vac-
cinate zero dose and de-
faulter children in the
province.

The activity is being car-
ried out throughout the
month of April 2023 with the
technical and financial sup-
port of the WHO. On the eve
of the IOA activity, Director
General Health Services
Punjab Dr [lyas Gondal said,
“The World Immunisation
Week is commemorated
around the world every year
from 24 to 30th April to cre-
ate. awareness about the
miraculous impact of vac-
cines in saving human lives.
Vaccines, 1 have to say, are
the most cost effective Pub-
lic Health Intervention ever
introduced in human his-
tory. The I0A this year is
aligned with the theme of
the World Immunization
Week 2023 ‘the Big Catch
up’. We are complementing
Demand Generation with
improved service delivery.”

In the first round of I0A
in April, 4,486 vaccinators
with as many social mobilis-

DDHOs, EPI Focal Persons,
DSVs and ASVs. Director Dr
Mukhtar Ahmed said, “We
are conducting the IOA in all
districts 35 districts of the
province except Lahore
where it will be conducted in
second round in July 2023,
Our special focus is on weak
Union Councils identified
with the suppont of Synergy
Evaluation System devel
oped by PEI-EPI team. The
activity provides the provin-
cial programme a catch-up
vaccination opportunity to
cover Zero Dose Chil
dren/Communities & De-
faulters, ensure Covid-18
Vaccination and administer
OPV to Still Missed Children.
We are grateful to the WHO
for providing technical and
financial support for the ac-
tivity.”

Dr Mukhtar Ahmed elab-
orated that the special out-
reach activity follows an in-
tegrated approach where
vaccinator visits villages and
communities under a de-
fined tour plan for Immu-
nization Service Delivery, so-
cial mobilisers help in
linking services with the
community and EPI Supervi-
sors and Managers conduct
Supportive Supervision

The LHVs provide vacci-
nation services at Fixed EPI
Centres and LHWs support
them in Community Mobi-

ers are carrying out the ac- lization and provision of

tivity in 3,407 Union Co

- MCH services. Polio staff is

cils of the province. There strengthening monitoring to
are 586 supervisors are en- identify gaps and frontline
gaged in the activity which healthcare workers are eri-
include CEO, DHO-PS, suring preventive outreach

team reach villages and
communities. Head of Of-
fice, WHO Sub Office Pun-
jab Dr Jamshaid Ahmed
said, “The WHO will con-
tinue to support the EPI
Programme, The Round-l
will be completed by 30th
April 2023 and next round
shall begin a couple of
months later. The idea is to
ensure no child misses his
essential vaccination.”

UPLIFT PROJECTS: Pun-
Jab Caretaker Minister for
Local Government Ibrahim
Murad has directed for meet-
ing the deadline for complet-
ing the ongoing development
projects being executed in
16 cities of the province,
with World Bank funding at
a cost of Rs23 billion under
the Punjab Cities Pro-
gramme. The minister ob-
served this during a briefing
by Syed Zahid Aziz, Project
Director Punjab Cities Pro-
gramme, on Tuesday.

The minister directed
that the projects related to
water supply and drainage
should be completed on pr-
ority basis. To finalise the
projects transparently and
achieve sustainable develop-
ment as a result of these
projects, necessary tramning
should be imparted to the
employees of local govern-
ment department for their
capacity building, he added
Project Director Punjab
Cities Programme Syed
Zahid briefed the minister
about the detalls of Punjab
Cities  Programumne being
funded by the Warld Bank
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