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$400m investment
being made in 16
cities of Punjab,
WB team told

Punjab Municipal Development Fund Company MD says
initiative aims to improve municipal services across province

Our correspondent
LANORE

To review ongoing activities,
planning and progress
under the Punjab Inclusive
Cities Programme, a World
Bank (WB) mission team
visited the Punjab Municipal
Development Fund Com-
pany( PMDFC) here on Mon-

The mission team com-
prised Carlo Alberto, Amena
Raja, Sohaib Rasheed, and
Seemab Rehan, while [nran-
ul-Haq and Azharuddin Khan
participated in the meeting
online via Zoom.

On the occasion, Syed
Zahid Aziz, Managing Direc-
tor of Punjab Municipal De-
velopment Fund Com
pany(PMDFC), provided a
briefing to the World Bank
delegation on various as-
pects of the programme and
informed them about the
measures being undertaken

to achieve its objectives.

He stated that under the
Punjab Inclusive Cities Pro-
gramme, an investment of
$400 million was being made
in 16 cities of Punjab, repre
senting an unprecedented
initiative to improve munici-
pal services across the
province.,

He explained that the
project would use special
HDPE-lined pipes, which
will extend the lifespan of
sewerage  infrastructure
from 25 years to nearly 100
years.

During the briefing, the
MD also highlighted that
under the programumne, water
supply and sanitation proj-
ects in Kasur and Chakwal
will be implemented through
a Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) model

According to Zahid Azz,
the Punjab Inclusive Cities
Programme will not only
contribute to improved sani-

tation services but will also
have positive impacts in ad-
dressing serious public
health challenges such as
child stunting

He further noted that un-
derground rainwater storage
tanks will also be con-
structed for better manage-
ment and drainage of storm
waler.

Additionally, the pro-
grammwe inchudes several e-
govemance initiatives aimed
at improving the perform-
ance of urban institutions.

Moreover, an Informa.
tion Technology-based mon-
itoring dashboard has been
developed to ensure trans-
parency and enable effective
tracking of project perform-
ance and progress, he added.

The World Bank mission
team appreciated PMDFC's
efforts and reaffirmed its
commitment to continued
cooperation in achieving the
programme's goals.
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By Our Staff reporter

LAHORE: A World Bank mis-
sion team visited the Punjab Mu-
nicipal Development  Fund
Company (PMDFC) today to re-
view ongoing activities, planning,
and progress under the Punjab Tn-
clusive Cities Program.

The mission team comprised
Carlo Alberto, Amena Raja, Sohaib
Rasheed, and Seemab Rehan,
while Imran-ul-Haq and Azharud-
din Khan participated in the meet-
ing online via Zoom.

On the occasion, Syed Zahid
Aziz, MD PMDEFC, provided a de-
tailed briefing to the World Bank
delegation on various aspects of the
program and informed them about
the measures being undertaken to
achieve its objectives.

He stated that under the Punjab
Inclusive Cities Program, an invest-
ment of USD 400 million is being

made in 16 cities of Punjab, repre-
senting an unprecedented initiative
to improve municipal services
across the province.

He further explained that the proj-
ect will utilize special HDPE-lined
pipes, which will extend the lifespan
of sewerage infrastructure from 25
years to nearly 100 years. This will
not only ensure uninterrupted sewer-
age services for citizens but will also
significantly reduce maintenance
and repair costs.

During the briefing, the MD also
highlighted that under the program,
water supply and sanitation proj-
ects in Kasur and Chakwal will be
implemented through a Public-Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP) model.

This marks the first initiative of

its kind in Pakistan’s municipal
services sector. He added that new
WATSAN units have already been
established in participating munic-
ipal committees, and the appoint-
ment of Municipal Officers

WB Implementation Support Mission
team visits PMDF Company

(WATSAN/Services) has been
completed to strengthen service de-
livery mechanisms.

According to Syed Zahid Aziz,
the Punjab Inclusive Cities Pro-
gram will not only contribute to im-
proved sanitation services but will
also have positive impacts in ad-
dressing serious public health chal-
lenges such as child stunting.

He further noted that under-
ground rainwater storage tanks will
also be constructed for better man-
agement and drainage of stormwa-

ter. Additionally, the program in-
cludes several e-governance initia-
tives aimed at improving the
performance of urban institutions.
These include the Local Govern-
ment Financial Management Infor-
mation System (LGFMIS).
Grievance Redress Mechanism
(GRM), and dynamic municipal
websites. Moreover, an [T-based
monitoring dashboard has been de-
veloped to ensure transparency and
enable effective tracking of project
performance and progress.
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