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LAHORE: The Punjab Mu-
nicipal Development Fund Com-
pany (PMDFC), in collaboration
with the German development or-
gansation GIZ, arranged a work-
shop on the Punjab Right to
Information Act 2013,

PMDFC with the cooperation
from GIZ is implclmmini; 2 proj-
ect to steengthen the local service
by Jocal govemments in Lahore,
Jhelum, Sheikhupura and Toba
Tek Singh. Over 70 Deputy, As-
sistant Sm:clurs. Chief Officers
and Municipal  Officers  from
Local Governments across the
province participated in the train-
|||L workshop.

Distinguished participants in-
cluded hslxu. (R) Ali Akbar
Qureshi, Additional Session Judge
Zafar Igbal, Chairman PMDIC
Parvez Igbal, and Sanam Irshad,
Local Government Advisor from
GIZ. In his address 1o the partici-
pants, Justice (R) Al Akbar

www.thebusiness.com.pk

information s a fundamemal
human night, and Article 19-A of
the Constitution of Pakistan en-
sures this right for all ¢itizens, He
further stressed that while the
laws are in place, effective imple-

mentation is crucial,

As Public Information Officers,
it is the duty of officials to safe-
guard the citizens” right to access
nformation and provide them
with the required information
within the legal time frame.

He also highlighted that Islamic

AS1ZC ACCOLNT
ity and the proactive disclosure of
information, which has been an
cssential part of Islamic listory.
Public servanms must fulfil ther
professional responsibilities with
a spint of public service and with-
owt any bias,

Chasrman  Punjab  Municipal
Development  Fund  Company
Parvez Igbal congratulated GIZ
on organizing this important train-
ing and underscored the need for
more such workshops (o raise
public awareness about the Right
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PMDFC organises workshop on
Punjab Right to Information Act 2013

to Information Act. He noted that
transparency and accountability
foster better ethical values and en-
sure improved service delivery,

Mahmood Masood Tamana,
General Manager of Institutional
Development ﬁl)) welcomed the
participants and explained the ob-
sectives of the workshop. Nau-
man Nazr, Director Trimming &
Awareness, and Qadeer Ahmed,
Registrar of the Punjab Informa-
tion Commission, provided valu-
able insights imo the Right 1o
Information law.

Former Chief  Information
Commissioner Punjab, Mchboob
Qadir Shah, addressed partics-
pants’ queries ax guided them on
the challenges they may face as
Public Information Officers,

He emphasized that the purpose
of this law is to promote trans-
parency, cnabling citizens to ac-
cess information from any public
department in accordance withthe
law, Public servants must rec
nize and respect the citizens' nofw
to mformation.
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Execution of information
law termed critical

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT
LAHORE

Over 70 officials from
local governments across
the province attended a
workshop organised by
the Punjab Municipal
Development Fund
Company (PMDEC) in col-
laboration with Cerman
development agency GIZ
on the Punjab Right to
Information Act 2013.
Addressing the partici-
pants, Justice (retd) Ali

Akbar Qureshi highlighted
that access to information
is a fundamental right en-
shrined in Article 19-A of
the Constitution.

He stressed that while
legislation for the purpose
is in place, its effective
implementation remains
critical.

Public information offi-
cers have the responsibil-
ity to ensure that citizens
receive timely access to the
information they seek, he

said.

He also drew attention to
Islamic teachings empha-
sizing accountability and
the proactive dissemina-
tion of information, urging
public servants to uphold
their duties with integrity
and fairness.

PMDFC Chairman Parvez
Igbal noted that transpar-
ency and accountability are
vital to promoting ethical
governance and improving
public service delivery.
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